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OCEAN PADDLING SAFETY CAMPAIGN 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.07 am]: The recreational activity of 

ocean paddling has seen a dramatic increase in popularity in recent years as more people look for diverse and 

energetic ways to be physically active. Paddling is no longer the domain of the elite and the very competent surf-

lifesavers. New designs of paddling craft have created a variety of easy-to-balance recreational craft, putting this 

sport within the reach of less competent paddlers. This is good news, because it extends the number of 

participants in what is a wonderful, healthy and fun activity. There is nothing better than to be able to enjoy our 

pristine oceans and waterways and our great climate by paddling either as an individual or with family and 

friends. This weekend is a perfect example as almost 2 000 people will converge on the town of Augusta in our 

south west for the annual Anaconda Adventure Race, an event strongly supported by government and the largest 

event of its kind by participation in the world. This event includes cross-country running, mountain biking, 

swimming and a 13-kilometre ocean paddle.  

However, with the increased participation in ocean paddling, often by inexperienced people, comes a danger. 

Recently there have been some serious incidents involving ocean paddling. The ocean can be unforgiving for the 

unprepared on our unpredictable coastline. In the past there has been no clear framework to provide industry and 

community safety guidance. The government recognised the need to develop an ocean paddling safety 

framework and provided funding to Surf Life Saving WA and Canoeing WA to develop and deliver an education 

and awareness campaign called Ocean Paddling—Be Safe, which I launched early last week. The program 

includes a website where paddlers, particularly the less experienced, can download a series of guides and 

information sheets to educate themselves about the activity and for important safety information and advice. The 

program also includes membership packs, point-of-sale resources for paddling retailers, posters and ―Gone 

Paddling‖ fridge magnets. The magnets are similar to those produced for recreational boating and provide loved 

ones with information about the paddling trip and the estimated time of return.  

The Liberal–National government is proud to support this initiative. I believe the framework developed covers 

all aspects of potential issues and hazards associated with ocean paddling and racing and makes ocean paddling 

safer and more enjoyable for all. It is my hope that it will also encourage even greater participant levels. This is a 

great sport, a great recreational pastime and one that we should all enjoy safely.  

 


